If anyone in the world googles for <RAE Farnborough> he gets first, as expected, the Wikipedia article (very much in need, please help), but then Google offers us some pictures.

And the first of these is my own publication of the leaving picture of the apprentices of 1955.  How can this be?  Surely there are more important things to say about the RAE?  I think maybe it is driven by our Celebrity, Farley.  He has many admirers, and perhaps has given them this link, so that they can see how he too was once an ordinary person like the rest of us.

Of course, no-one knows how Google choose their pictures, or how long their choice persists.  We’ll see, and in the mean-time I’ve blanked out Farley’s face, to see if anyone notices.

Speaking of the photo, everyone in it is now about 80.  This is the age at which you have survived more that half of your contemporaries.  The Benedictine monks have a thing called a ‘necrology’, where each of them is written down when he dies.  And half of us should have died, if we are average.  I’m happy to publish a Farnborough Photo 1955 Necrology if people send me details.  And if so, to receive volunteers for the future administration of it.  The only one I know is Bob Fuller, who died on his motorbike in 55 or 56.

